
School Recycling Program
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Progress on our Path to 75%
Annual Update – January 2022



Schools Program Team
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Ruth Abbe 
Project Manager

Nancy Deming 
Custodian-Whisperer

Amanda Halte
Student Team Leader

Jessica Robinson Resilience 
Super Hero

Jennifer Abbe 
Credentialed Teacher



2020-2021 Activities
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• On-site support 
• Virtual support 
• Custodial training
• Nutrition services
• Waste audits
• Classroom presentations
• Assemblies
• Green team meetings
• Student engagement



Presentations & Assemblies
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EcoHero Show



Virtual Events
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Cooking with the Zero Waste Chef 
Anne-Marie Bonneau



Training
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Waste Sorting 101



2020-2021 Highlights
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• 50 out of 68 schools 
50% or greater 
diversion

• 20 schools 75% or 
greater diversion

• 63% measured 
diversion rate area-
wide



Diversion Rate Increases 
Since 2000-01 Baseline 
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Diversion
Disposal



Overall Measured Diversion Rate 
Based on Service Levels as of December 2021
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Does not include San Ramon 
Valley Schools  (recycling and trash 
is  self-hauled by dis trict s taff)



Diversion Rates by School District
Based on Service Levels as of December 2021

District Diversion rate1

Acalanes 57%
Lafayette 64%
Moraga 76%
Mt. Diablo 60%
Orinda 67%
Walnut Creek 62%
San Ramon Valley2 32%
Private 65%
1Based on collection service volumes
2Recycling and trash self-hauled by district staff



Student Engagement



RecycleSmart offers: 
Green Club Advisory, Student Internships & Scholarships



Bin Monitoring and Student Education



Social Media

AP Environmental 
Students, Green Clubs, 
Leadership Teams use 
school websites, social 
media and a virtual summit 
to recruit members, 
educate and inspire waste 
reduction on campus and 
beyond.



District Collaboration & Coordination 
Student interest and plans to request a district wide meeting to:
● Establish Waste Reduction and Sorting Plans for all schools 
● Work collectively on Environmental and Leadership projects

Acalanes, Campolindo & Miramonte have Environmental 
Boards in their Leadership classes, and time to do this work.



Students are Passionate at School & in their Community



On September 22nd, 2021 - 13th Annual Leadership 
in Sustainability Awards Celebration

- Sustainable Contra Costa

Foothill Middle school teacher 
Devin Jackson 

Congratulations to: 

Rising Star - Devon Bradley 
from Miramonte High School
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